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Synopsis

In this comprehensive revision of the most influential, widely read analysis of the US trade
policymaking system, Destler addresses how globalization has reshaped trade politics, weakening
traditional protectionism but intensifying concern about tradeA¢a -a,¢s societal impacts. Entirely
new chapters treat the deepening of partisan divisions and the rise of A¢a —A“trade and . .

A¢a -A-issues (especially labor and the environment). The author concludes with a
comprehensive economic and political strategy to cope with globalization and maximize its benefits.
The original edition of American Trade Politics won the Gladys Kammerer Award of the American

Political Science Association for the best book on US national policy.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“lf | were the trade czar, | would want Destler as coach, guide, historian, analyst and
interpreter.A¢a —Ae --Bill Frenzel, US House of Representatives (R-MN, 1971-1991)A¢a -A*
...remains the best single volume treatment of the subject that there is. A classic.A¢a —A« --Stephan

Haggard, University of California, San Diego

|. M. Destler has been associated with the Institute for International Economics since 1983. He is
also a professor at the School of Public Affairs,University of Maryland. He was formerly a senior
fellow at the Institute, senior associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

(1977A¢4a -4 ce83) and at the Brookings Institution (1972A¢a -4 ce77), and visiting lecturer at



Princeton University (1971A¢a -a 0e72) and the International University of Japan (1986). He is the
author or coauthor of 14 books on American trade politics and foreign policymaking, and US-Japan
economic relations, including American Trade Politics, 3rd ed. (1995), The New Politics of American
Trade: Trade, Labor, and the Environment (1999), Renewing Fast-Track Legislation (1997), The
National Economic Council: A Work in Progress (1996), and Dollar Politics: Exchange Rate
Policymaking in the United States (1989).

| feel as if the author either wrote this book in one really long, rushed sitting, or he wrote it over the
course of many, many years in a fragmented process. | am a political science and economics major
and | love what I'm studying, but while this book combines both of those with the historical process
of American trade policy, | found myself grudgingly trying to complete this book. It's far more
convoluted than it needs to be and poorly organized, with obscure references and random jumps in

explanation. There has to be a better way to outline and discuss American trade policy.

| would give this 0 stars if | could. Remember the mono-tone teacher that drones on and on in Ferris
Bueller's Day Off? | think he may be the author of this book because that is how stunningly boring it

is.

Exactly what | was expecting! Great product - | would absolutely recommend this to anyone.

| found this volume useful and informative. It deals primarily with how Congress and the president
shape American trade relations. It also considers the role of other domestic factors, such as interest
groups. Destler explains various general approaches to the study of how American policy-makers
arrive at a particualr type of trade policy. The main target audience is graduate and undergraduate

students in public policy, American politics, and international political economy,

| hate this book. I'm supposed to read it for my International Economics class. If you suffer from

insomnia, look no further--this book will put you to sleep in minutes.
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